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GOVERNOR'S
MESSAGE,

Fellotr Citizens of the Senate
and House of Representatives :

Having been elected, by a majority of ihe
people, to the office of Chief Executive Magis-
trate of our young, but rapidly growing state,
and having assumed the high obligations and
responsibilities of that elevated station, bv tak
ing the oath prescribed by the constitution.! am
required to communicate to you, as trie represen -

tatives of the people, the condition of the state,
and to recommend for your consideration such
matters as I may deem expedient.

With the importance of the trust confided to
me, I am deeply impressed, and of my ability to
perform the arduous duties it imposes, am tear-
fully distrustful.

My predecessors, in accordance with a cus-

tom, adopted at the organization of our state
government, have, on bing inducted into office,
preceded their executive communications by an
avowal of their opinions, upon the general prin-

ciples- of government, the peculiar character of
our institutions and laws, or such other topics
of general interest, as secmed.at the time, inoet
to engage the public mind.

This custom is certainly harmless, but it is, 1

think, as certainly, w ithout practical utilitv,and
as it seems best to comport with the republican
simplicity of our system of government, to dis-

pense with all unnecessary and useless ceremo-
nies, I have deemed it proper, on the present
occasion, to communicate with you, only in the
mode required by the constitution.

The assembling of the year, furnished a suit-
able occasi jn for a retrospect of that whicli has
pa ssed .

In review ing the year that has now just closed
upon us forever, we discover abundant cause
for congratulation. No severe sickness has
visited the people, but general health has pre-

vailed through the breadth and length of the
land.

An unexampled degree of prosDority has at-

tended every branch of enterprise
and activity of the commercial and mercantile
classes have never secured for them, richer re-

turns those engaged in the mercantile and
other industrial pursuits have found uninterrup-te- d

employment, and receive ample compensa-
tion for their labour.

Although the crop of our agricultural staple.
. l.as not, in some sections of the State, been as

grrat. as may have been anticipate !. y I in oth-

ers, it was never more aanaaaaati The harvest
of other farm pendente) has been every where
plenteous. All kinds of prodoco have been in
demand, meeting a ready sale, at fair and

prices, so tlmt, open the whole, the
labors of our husbandmen have rewarded with
a buontifnl return. For these manifold bless
ings received from the beneficent hard of Him
who ruleth the nations, we ought To render tri-

bute of unfeigned and fervent gratitude.
The reports of the Auditor General an I State

Treasurer furnish a detailed statement of the
transactions of their respective departments,
during the past fiscal year, and of Ihe genera!
condition of the finances of the state aa e&hi-lio- n

of our pecuniary afT;:irs, which cannot but
be gratifving to our creditors, and a ROpree of
pride t. M:r effizerai I lake gieel plcnsere in
presenting i: to you, and tbroogh yorto hel
people.

The receipts into the treasury ititlrin the
vear to the ciei it f the general fti'P 1, amount
to at!8.".l 34,41 and the disburs fi ,. for the
same period, have been $165,306,03, ihe re--
reipt exceeding the expenditures by $19,820,-41- .

The balance ia the treasury, on the 3"!'i
November 1847, including the balance on hatfctl

at the close of the prei ions year, waa 14, 170,-3- 5

the whole of which w as in current ra nu v.
The amount available for the uses and pur-

poses of the general fund, is f 14.14 77. w hich
during the prestiit mouth, will be increased i

$50,939,58, by receipts from the Primary sell ml

interest fund, and the University ii t rc.--t fund,
for over draft-- , which will be n aid from those
funds, out of the proceeds of the annual tax to
be received from the Centra! aud Southern Rail
Road Companies.

The laws providing fur the assessment of a
certain tax upon all ratable property, for the
support of the state government, were repealed
bv the Revised Statutes of 1846 and no subti-tnt- e

for them incorporated therein: nor was any
law enacted, for a similar purpose by the legis-tur- e

of 1847.
The omission was doubtless unintentional,

Bnd its cause is probably, correctly stated in the
various counties, not been uniform, upon this
subject. In some, the usual state tax has bt n

'assessed: in others, no such assessment hes
been made. This subject will, therefore, com-

mend itself to the early consideration, of the
Legislature, and its exigency will deman the
enactment of a law. w hich shall give validity to
the assessment already made, and provide for
the future assessmeut of the state tax in the
counties where "it has been omitted. If such
remedy be promptly provided, it is believed that
no serious embarrassment in the collection of
the revenue from this sourer, will be encou-

ntered.
The aggregate valuation of the taxab'e pro

perty of the State, according to the returns for
'1847, ia 27,61 7,240,13. A state tax of 2

mills on the ddlar, the rate established by the
law in force, prior to the adoption of the late
revision, assessed on such valuation, would pro-

duce an annual revenue of $69,043,10 $4,-379,-

less than the total assessment fur the
prexious year.

The debt of the General Fund amounts to
the sum of $325,169 06, and includes $100,000
for bonds chargeable upon that fund.and falling
due in 1856 60.000 for Penitentiary bonds,
.due in 1859 and 1860, and a liability to the
'School Fund of $129,880 61, which is in the
condition of a permanent loan to the State, the
annual interest of which is to be paid out of the
proceeds of the proceeds of the specific-ta- x im-

posed on the capital stock of the Centra! and
.Southern Rail road companies.

The resources of this fund, as staled, amount
to $396,621,95, besHes the annual state tax,
und other assets. These are considered amply
sufficient for the payment of all the immediate
liabilities of the fund, and it is believed they
will be made available in the redemption of the
bonds, above mentioned, as they reach maturi-

ty Tho receipts to the credit: of the Internal
Improvement fund during the year, amount to
$tS3,495,83, and consist principally of pay-

ments into the treasury on account of the sale
pf the Central an I Southern Rail Roads.

The debit and liabilties of the same fund, dur

ing ihe same period, amount to $429,198,79,
mnA are romDrised. chiefly, in the evidences of

gtate iodebtedness paid on account of said sales, ;

and which have not heretofore been charged
against the fund.

The whole amount of the $2,000,000, for
which the Central Railroad was sold, togother
w ith the sum jf $27,322,14 the interest thereon,
has been paid into the State Treasury in aecor- -

dance with the terms of the Act providing for
the sale : and on account of the sate of the
Southern Rail Road 75,000 of the principal,
with interest amounting to 13,500, were re-

ceived prior to the close of the close t( the fis-

cal year.
Of the ev idences of State indebtedness thus

paid and cancelled, 1,125.000, was of Uofull
paia r ive Aiunon ioan uontis. 5pouy.--o,uu- ,

was in "interest ljonus: ana tne nominal a- -

mount of 199,000 of the ''Part Paid Bonds,
being a portion of the 3,813,000 delivered to
the United States Bank, was also received at
the rate of allowance prescribed by law.

The debt of the state on account of the loan
for Internal Improvement may now be stated
thus:
Outstanding full oaid

5 million loan bonds
due January, 1836, $262,000 00

Outstanding ''interest
bonds, " issued on
the above, due. Jan.
1850, 57.587 20

319587 24

Amount o principal
received on $3,614,- -

000 part --paid bonds
now outstanding, 1,145,537 73

Interest on the same
to Janu'ry 4st,1848, 521,906 31

i,67tS444 05
Amount received from

Morris Canal assets
on accunt 4" the art
paid bonds With in-

terest to Jan. 1, 848, 30,035 95
1,7000,480 03

Making the total received
on said bonds, 2,020,067 20

But if from tins amount
be deducted damages
claimed by ihe state,
on the unpaid instal-
ments of the loan, at
the rate of 3 ner cent,
as is eontev plated by
the laws providing (ot
the reception of said
bun Is in payment for
the Central and South
(Va rr.il roads, which,
with the Interest from
July 1. 1841, to Janu-
ary 1, ISii, amount-t- o

102,934 8

The total indebtedness
of the state on ac-

count of all the bonds
tor the said loan

with interest to Jan.
1, S, will then 1,917,133 34

To w hich must be ad-

ded f r outstanding in-

ter::;.! Improvement
warrants and iut re- -t

thereoa $365,089 05,
for indebt'doeestotbe
University fund j7B.-37- !

J ), and other
items constituting the
domestic debtf w hich
lowed! r aaaosjat to 167 17

And the present indebted"
peas of the state on
account of internal
Improvonuarta is 2,390,59 51

The en paid balance on the sale of the South-
er;; Rail Road, payable by instalments, semi
annually, wirh interest, now amounting to
s 135,000, is considered an aailable credit, and
may therefore be propeby deducted from the

51. The amount of the present
and sasi ts 'V the Internal Improvement

fur.a. which, it ts believed, will ultimately be
made available, towards the payment of this
debt, exchisive of ether credits of the state, DOW

eTdoobtfnl aesflibuty, is estimated by the Au-
ditor Qeneral at $301,908.

The interest on all the full paid bond?', and
interest bonds, to the first of July last, has been
paid, or provided for, out of the proceeds ofcer-
tain payments made by the Ccniral Rail Road
C nparrV, and for the payment of the coupons
on said bonds, oatstandiug and falling due in
January and July, annually, amounting, now,
to th- w0,i7.r 23 ,,iiy: prov .' i im.i :e
by the 'a'ctto Itqnldate the public debl an I to
provide for the payment of the interest thereon
and for other purposes' approved March s.

Is43, but as tho amount cannot oe assessed un-

til the next annual session of the Boards
Onobcr 1848, and as the entire

it cannot, under the present provisions
of law, bj collected, and made available for the
pnrdose intended, until the lapse of more than
two years thereafter, I puggest the expediency
of paying the coupons, as they fall due, out of
the treasury in anticipation of the receipt ef the
tax alluded to, provided it can be done without
prejudice to claims thereon, which may be en-
titled to preference.

To the condition of that portion of the Inter-
nal Improvencnt debt, which consist of the
bonds delivered to the late United States Bank,
ami for which the State received partial pay-
ment only, the special consideration of the leg-
islature is invited.

To make early provision for the ultimate pay-
ment of this debt, both principal and interest.
appears to me, to be an imperious duty, which
we should neither attempt, nor desire, to avoid.
Such a measure is, in my judgement, dictated,
alkc, by a wise and prudent regard for the hon-
or and interest of the State, and by a proper ap-
preciation of the just rights of our creditors.

That the people of Michigan intentl, in good
faith, to pay the public debt, I cannot doubt, and
in my view, their interest will be bestsubsprved
by proceeding with out unnecessary delay to
provide for its liquidation and extinguishment.

It is apparent, that if the situation, of this
debt, be suffered to remain unchanged for anv
considerable term of years, the result cannot
butk$e prejutlical, as the payment of the origi-
nal amount, largely augmented by the annually
accruing interest, will have still to be provided
for, and w ith no additional resources. The faith
of the State is solmnly pledged to pav all she
owes, and her citizens will fulfil the sacred ob- -

. .It. ; oi i i t.: ' in vou rreniiomfn, ner cnosen ie- -

nresentatives, is entrusted the high and of vin- -

dicafing her honor, and I feel assured, that vou
will dischargo the duty with the most scrupu- -
bus fidelity. i

The suggestions of the Auditor General in
relation to this part of the state indebtedness .
commend to yeur special attention: the whole
subject is carefully considered and ably discuss- -

ed fa his report w hich w ill be hrM Before you.
I have only to add, that in whatever meas- -

ures you may tlrink proper lo adopt, for tho ac- -

complishment of 'the gretot object in view the
pay menu of the annual interest and
absorption of the principal of the Svhole public
debt, as speedily as the ability of the State will
permit" I shall most cheerfully

The contingent debt ot the State, remains in
remains in much the same condition, in which
it was stated to be. bv the last report of Audi-
ior vinerni ami .seems nor in require legislative
action at present. Its liabilities consist of the
bonds of the State to the amount, of 100,000
loaned to the Detroit and Pontine Rail Road
Company a similar and of the same amount eight thousand and eight-- . ten thousand two
to the unreUfSif and of instalments of hundred and seventy-thre- e store than are repor-th- e

surplus revenue deposited by the United j ted to have veil such instruction the previ-State- s

in the state treasurv amounting to ous
151,49.

The report of the Commissioner of the State
Land Olfice, show s the total receipts on account
ol sales of all classes of public lands, during
the year to be $110,5811,53, of whicli

there was received on account of School
lands $63,634 10

Universitv Lands 2 1,89 ) 18
State Building Lands 1,600 74
Intenvnf Improvement Lm&s 20.087 06
Salt Springs Lands 80S 4 3

The whole number of acres of school lands
sold down to the 30th November 1S47 is ninety-f-

our thousand nine hundred an I thirty-seve- n,

at which Eighteen thousand rn be hundred and
ninety anl 0 acres have sold during
the last year. The school section, on which
the present seat of government is located, has
ben laid out by the enntnuntiower into town
lots, the anpra-ise- value - : which, exclusive of
the tract selected for ihe sfte of the Capitol, is
$9527. Of these town lots, sales have been
made during the vear to the smodnt of $18,-23- 3.

Ol the Univ ersity laasUs TO frhieh the state is
entitled, forty foor thousand (our bundled aud
sixteon and acres have been selected
'of which nineteen thousand six hundred and six
and 80- lOu acres were solJ prior to the close af
the last fiscal year.

Of the half million acres of Internal Improve-
ment lands, appropriated ny Congress, four
hundred and four ami 0 acres have been
selected, sf which there have been sold two
hundred ar-.r- l MXtjr-thr- se thousand and ?itiy-foti- r

and 0 acres. The legisl iture appropria-
ted twenty --seven tbooeaad acres for the erec
tion of a bridge across the Grand River si Ly- - j
ons and the construction (if ;; canal anuin t!.r

Grand apes) the river: two hue-- have beeh already established by the hoard ot
and two tbouse an tour anl Regr-nts- , their filh'd, by vvhon d

acres remain unsold. i trwtfofl is given, in all the branches of litera- -
balance of the thousand and science usually tought n collegiate

four hundred an I ninetr-fiv- e and 50-1- acre
BSBBtof which was, by the direction ofey pre-
decessor, selected in the mineral region of Lake
Superior, in pursuance of law.

To this selection, the Secretary of the Trea-
sury at Washington refuses to give his assent
ar approval, of w hich ibis department has been
official!'.- netihed by the Commissioner uf the
General I and ( Iffice.

Whether such approval is made neeetvery
bv the laws of the united States, to vest in the
State ihe title to the nnlrrtrwl pad if ,
whether the r Lien bs beep epetciejpJ jn

this casp couforsaably '" ' lawr, are ques-
tions requiring careful investigation. Thai the
action of that high fonetidnary !: been in
stiict accordance with h:s views of oilchtl du
tv, there is no reason to doubt; but as the sub
ject is on in which imports it interests ; the
s'ate a".c involve I, it is submitted to the legis-
lature with a view to the adoption of such mea-
sures as may seem expedient in the pi raises.

Ufirrer the tap of Congress giving its consent
Id t ' e sale of the Salt Spring Lmult, : v

selected by tpe State, a portion uf those
lands.. Wore, Tor first tirtie, brought into
market and ofle.ed at public sale, ihtrift" tie'
oast year, pursuant to the iw- - ,' v,.-- :r.ie re-

lating thereto seven hundred ar,.l seveatysev-e- n

ant! fcre- were thus sold at 'tlie mini-

mum ot $ 1 per
The original selections of these lands

to forty Ore thousand three humlre i

and fort and 55-10- 0 acres, twenty four
thousand two hundred and sixty four and 10--

00 sere of which, it is under stoo l, re-

ceived the approval ol the Secretary of the
Treasury; from the remaining selections the
approval of that officer N vv i.fi.-ld- .

Of the lands granted by Congress in aid of
the erection of public buildings for the State,
there remain unsold, twenty seven thoasand
eight hundred and five and 0 acres. Cer-
tain lands were received in payment of de its
duo from the Michigan State Pan!:, and other
debts of the State, valued on .ippraisal, at
176,41, of which sale- - have to the

of $5,905,03, leaving a balance unsold
of $33,566770.

report ot tne Commissioner SpptxiBfeS
under the act providing for tho removal of the
seat of government, to select and designate a
site in the township of Lansing, thisConaty,
on which to the Capitol, and oihe.- S'ate
buildings, herewith transmitted. Various pro-

positions were submitted by, and in behalf, of
individuals desirous of having the location made

upon their own Jmlss All Ian Is, conn cte
with such propositions, were carefully explore:)
and examined, an I ea :h proposal mature! ' con-

sidered by the Commissioners ; they finally
however, unanimously concurred in the opinion,
that the interest of the Slate would be best sub-

served, by placing the public buildings upon
the sixteenth section in the Townshiumention- -

eJ in the art referred to, and they SCOT lingly
designated a part of that section fr such p. li-

pase.
There is no subject, paramount in importance,

to that of common school education none that
has a higher claim to the fostering care of the
government. I am not that further leg

March, 1817, the Superintendent of
Instruction required to commie much

reports the eighteen hun- -
rano loriv-nv- e eiTien nun ih- -i tn

frtv-si- x, as he should deem neceeeary the
of g"noral information relaM

to 1uv er- -

and th? Compibtion,"

I

by the resolution, has been made by that officer
land will be laid before Voir.

The number oV townships from which rc- -
ports have been received pursuant to law, is

;tour fHiooVed twenty-fiv- e, somewhat cx- -
ceeding the DurnWr by w hich reports were

j made last (real
The number of school districts from which

loan,
the

recei
$2S'J, vear.

past

been

Rapid.-- , seflBt
dred hundred fifty anl chairs

0

The grant is seven Itute

land

the

acre.

have

been effected
SfflrMmt

The

in
erect

aware

reports nave been received, is two thousand nine
hundred and fifty being eighty one more than
reported last year; and the number of children
reported, between the ages of four and eighteen
years, is one hundred and eight thousand one
hundred and thirty, showing an increase often

I thousand four hundred an I seventy-two- , upon
the number returned in anv former year,

The whole number that have attended com-
mon .schools during the past year, as shown
the returns from the several counties, is eighty- -

For the year 1S46-- , the primary scImmiI inter-
est fund apportioned among tho coun-
ties and townships of th state, wa s $27,925
ihirty-on- e cents to every child reported between
the ages mentioned.

The amount divided the present year is $31.-2)- 0

54 thirty-tw- cents to each child entitled
hy law to participate in the disttihnti of the
fund.

The w hole expended in the state, during
the vear, the support vf common schools, was
$130,531 80 $36,543 75 of which

to the building and repairing school
h on os

There are three bundred townships libraries
in the state, containing fort three thousand
nine hundred an twenty-si- x volumes, according!
to returns of the past year, being tlurtv
more libraries an l six thousand nine hundred
and thirty eight volumes of books mure than
were reported in 1846.

These libraries circulate through one thou-
sand three hundred and forty nine school dis-

tricts, two hundred and sixty-eih- t more than
have narticipated in their benefits, in any for-io-

v

The returns ?jrjce an inerea-in- g interest in
all parts u!' the St .to, in Ik half of toaitnnn
Schools, an I of education generally. In sever-
al villages, Union llouses have b en

at an expeusc, varying from .800 to
$3000, and a greater willingness is manifested
to employ competent teachers, and to pav an
attenuate compensation ftr their services.

T lie increasing uselulne.--s and prosperity of
University, cannot fail t- - be a source of

gratification to every citizen of Michigan."''
the twenty-si- x professorshi .s'rtVtt tern pla

ited bv the organic law ol the institution, seven

institotions of highest grade.
the seven pfofeasosa appointed, there is one

oftbcAPtieni languages one of the Modern
languages .no of Mathematics an Natural
Philosophy one of Moral and Intellect aral

oueol Loic, Rhetoric and the Philo-
sophy of History me of Botany a:iJ Zoology
end one of Chemistry and Geology.

Th" library, consisting of about five thousand
volumes is believed to bo tne of fhe most valu-

able, of its extent) in the United States, embra-
cing as it does, the most approved foreign works
in the several departments of Literature, Sci-
ence and the Arts.

Its ea' im ' Natural History is, SrsOj of
eat exl and value. no cauinet pmchastd

of Baron LieJ t . is a rare and rich collection
of foreign mineral-- . Besides which, it has an
extensive collect! n of American minerals, and
fossils, ' z ther with suits of specimens iltu
rrativeefthe Gnology, Zoology and Botany of
.Michigan, affording eJtojretnc--r greater advanta-
ges to ihe ?::; at in Natural History, than any
similar institution Fii this country.

The sneceij of the Uufvt raity thus for h:s
sacesded the sa lectathms of its most saagoina
trit-- Is-- . The uumber of Students now belong-
ing to the several classes is eighty three, and)
t'at the number will be largely increased, at the
commencement of each succeeding collegiate
year, there is every reason to expect.

The profe-sor- s hk t been for their
ability, learning ati high moral qualities, and
thrcit they tl.em all, in an eminent ue-g-

is demonstrated, by the manner which
t'ey have discharged th varied, arduous and
see smsibfa 1 dies of their respective stations.

The finances of this favored institution, are
also upon a m st satisfactory footing.

A debt was contracted in its behalf,
a loan of $100,000 of the brm fs of the tate,
which has been reluce.l, bom time to tune,

sale of portions of its. lands, warrants
Irawa upon the Intern.i! Improvement fun I, to
$20,638, 10, anl the n tU seasmai of revenue,
derived from all sourcoss duriner the past vear
an I made availuhie, for iT.; gi.nor.'i'i imeafterde--d

ictiig interest dva on the lailjsau of its iabt,
will exceed $1.000, a!)tuf. half of which bas
'i ea expended in erection of an additional
building dormitories and Lecture rooms.

Appropriations are no lop'gf made by the
Keg eats for thd support pf Branches of the

an l Instruction is continued only in
t!iose at. halamamzon in Romeo.

The reports of the Adjutant General and
Qujsrter Master General arc herewith transmit
te-l- . Bv an lorler made on the Mar last.
the Quarter Master General's department was
placed under Ihe iHiectwui and control of the
A fyitom Genera!: since which, no has perform
ed ill the duties of !oth departments. of

A strong repbgance is manifested in many
sections of the state, to an organization ol mil-

itia. Serious embarrassments have boon
consequently, by me utapl Ge i.

'ril, in bis effort' to obtata ham the civil au-t- 'i

tea of various townships and sopaties,
prompt and accurate returns of those lia !e to
military duty. Those embarrassments, howev-
er, have bene in a goo I aaajrao, overcome, by
th" sea Ions an I unremitted exertions of that et- -

ill

of

InmnHate to ourpnse an armor the rooms
hitherto occu u d by the Auditor General and
State Treasurer, In the state b'liHiag in the

.j r tv mi i s: ricuy mi i'Troir. i ne reasons urgeu itv uirn nr its
nch nw of tV rooms in question, are certainly

d. an! torn niiil. wniltelv citisfactorv.
l - ar" .!taile.l in 's report.

concur in opinion with the Adjutant Geae- -

islation is necessary in relation to our cunini n (iciont o'ficer, to whom the state is principally
school system, unless it hi dosaaad expetlient t ' indebted for the nrogrcss thus far ma le ia the
provide for theestablishment Normal school-- , "iirollment of fhe militia
for the education anJ qualification .,f sjaelsr8. fee whole numerical strength ot the militia
S ch institutions, when properly tiin hull i

I uf th' if ite is ruirantivl at sittT thnasandt am
have been nrod tctivptd'g- - at g o l. an no louh ;

i r 'V)51 set lallr nmlle I, such a i
is entertained hut sneb Wteihl he the rPSHll f t'njrRpa 'Ptrhntnot yetr I h- -

their introduction into otir state, and boing m- ie- - wit'i theacfi i or ol tntear I ee c in-
to form a part of our educational system. Bv meod to me favorable i itice .f the Legislature
a joint resolution ol" the legislature aonroved the pronn itin of the Adi.itant Goneia!. to at- -
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ral, also, with regard to the propriety of placing
at the disposal of bis department, a fund suff-
icient to defray its necessary incidental expen-
ses.

On the I9th of May 1846, a requisition was
made by the War Department, upon the Exec-
utive of this State, for the enrollment of a re-

giment of volunteer infantry, of VeVconi panics
to be held in readiness for active service, when
called for by the President.

By a joint resolution of the legislature, ap-
proved February 13. 1847, the sum of ten thou-
sand dollars was appropriated, to be applied in
the discretion of the Executive, in fittingout
any volunteer regiment, ba'tallion or company,
that might be called from this state, to serve in
the war with Mexico.

In October last an order was issued by direc-
tion of the President.for mustering these troops
into the service of the United States, and the
measures neces ary to secmeacbm liance with
that order, were taken without delay, by the
proper authorities of the State. Officers of
the Regiment, artd of the several 'companies,
have been appointed and commissioned, and al
though the required number of rank and file, in
some of the companies, has not vet been com
pleted; the regiment, nevertheless-- , ha? been
mustered into the service of theUnited States,
and six companies have marched to the seat
of war.

The commanders of the four companies re-

maining, give assurance that there respective
commands will be speedily filled, and the whole
in readiness to follow those w ho have preceded
thenr.

An account of the disbursements made, and
to be made, under the joint resolution referred
to, will be submitted to you, when the object to
which they are applicable, shall have been fully
accomplished.

The amount thus expended, w ill, in due time,
be reimbursed to the State Treasury, by the
General Olover.nment.

The promptitude with which our fellow citi-
zens responded to this call, affords an earnest
that they will cheerfully encounter any hard-

ship or dauger, for the vindication of their
country's honor or the maintainance of its right I
They are entitled to oi.r warm and unmeasured
thanks: and, that they may be -- saved from the
hands of our enemies' "preserved from all
penis," and restored to their respective families
and frier;.!- -, should the prayer ofeery Ameri-
can patriot and christian, he olfered to him w ho
is alone, the giver of v ictory.

I do not propose-- un investigation of the cau-s"- s,

w hich have led to our present unhappy re
lation?- - with Mexico, nor a vindication of the
poocy, by vhrchouT government has been gui-

ded in t'ie prosecution of the war with that Re-

public. ,.
EiAerSvoulJ be supererogation. It is sirtfi-cie-

to say, here, that the war was neither
sought nor commenced by our government; we
were forced into the position, we now occupy,
by tho aggressive acts of Mexico herself

She invaded our Territory w ith her armed sol-

diery, and there shed ihe blood of our citizens.
No choice was left for us; to oppose force

with force drive the lOeader from our soil-van- quish

her armies capture her soldiers
subjugate her cities and towns occupy and
govern her country levy contributions upon
hpr inhabitants for the support of our army, un-

til she could acknowledge our right to make
reparation for the long catalogue of injuries,
committed by our citizens, was the imperious
dutv of our government.

That it has endeavored faithfully to perform,
and tho efforts thus far made, have been crown-
ed with triumphant success. From Palo Alto
to Buena Yta, and from Vera Cruz to Mexico
the march of our army was but a continued se
nes of victories. Our brave troops, officers
aad men, have covered theiuseves w ith unla-
ding glory.

Of all the heroic bands, comprising the
army ia Mexico, none have served their

cosintty more faithfully, bravely, ant! success-
fully than those from our own State: officers
arsf privatee, regulars and volunteers, all have

' themselves to their country's 'cause,
with a determined energy and unconquerable
courage, that w ould hae distinguished an army
of veter ans. They nave poured cut their bltod
r(k'- - water, and their crippled limbs and muti-
late I bodies are sad but truthtul momentos of
tlieir deeds of daxing upon the battle-fiel- d.

Thev, with all their compatriots in arms,
merit our highest praises and our deepest grat-itrsi- e.

,

The fiscal year of the StatePrison lias hither-- t
j terminated on the 31st dav of October, but

by the Revised Statutes of 18415, its accounts
for the year are to be closed on the 30th No-

vember, producing uniformity in that respect,
between it and the Other departments. Conse-
quently the report of its officers for the pres-

ent year, will embrace a period from the 1st of
November 1848, to the 30th of tiie same month
in 147, both inclusive.

The number of convicts remaining in the pris-
on the 31st of October 1846, was

and twenty-tw- o. Forty-fou- r were receiv-
ed between that date and the 30th of Novem-
ber 18:7. During the same period, fourteen
were pardoned twenty-fou- r were discharged
by expiration of sentence three died, and two
escaped; and n the day last mentioned, the
number remaining w a j tine hundred and nine-

teen.
A large proportion of the labor of the con-

victs has, during the past year, as in previous
years, been performed for individuals upon con-

tracts thirty thousand four hundred ana thirteen
days work have been performed, atjn average

about thii e and two-thir- d cents pfr day,
amounting in the whole, to $'9,620 27
The estimated value of convict labor

performed for the state is 2,665 25

Making thoir total earnings. $12,285 52
The total receips of ihe orison from t he state

treasury, from contractors for convict labor, and
from all other sources, during the 13 months
before specified, were $18,429 03: and the to-

tal expenditures for salaries, subsistence, and
other purposes, during the same period, were

$1S,'00 42; leaving a balance on hand, Nov,
30th, 1817, of $368 61.

Our Judiciary system will claim your early
and careful attention.

A prompt, efficient and wise administration
th- - 1 ws, is alike essential to the maintain-- i

ie of p .b!ic and private rights, and the
of rotfes ponding wrongs.

By the ialo revision of our laws, the previous-
ly existing judiciary system underwent many
material and important alterations.

The office of Chancellor was abolished, and
duties added to those of the Judges of the

Boprcme court, then too onerous to be much
longer borne by those officers.

To the chancellor had been committed the
admiaistration of equity jurisprudence, for the J

in 00111

whole state to him had been given oripiohl
jurisdiction in all cases where resort was to be
had to remedies purely equitable, and his de-

crees terminated the litigation, in a very Isrp
proportion of the suits brought before him.

The business of that court, from its organiza-
tion to its abolition, steadily sad rapiuly in-

creased, and d uring the lat years of its exist-
ence, accumulated largely upon its dockets,not--

ithstanding the ability and untiring ihdustiy
of the distingui-be- d individuals, who, at differ-

ent periods, sat upon its bench.
By the same revision, the district court, a tri-

bunal established for the administration o! Crim
inal Justice alone, fn four of lr-.- large counties
was abolished also and its duties thrown i:0.i
the judges of the SupVene Court .

In the Supreme Court, too, there has been
a great increase of business during the last few
years, especially in the First Judicial Circuit,
w here causes bad accumulated from term to term
until at the cTdse of the las't session, a 'rung cal-

endar remained undecided-- .

Delay of Justice, to the man of business, is
almost equivalent to its denial; for its speedy
administration, therefore, every practicable fa-

cility phould b'e afforded-- .

Vith a view to relieve the-- Judges of the
Supreme Court, from the great pressnVe sTti:
cipated. from casting on them, the Business ot"

the Chansery and Criminal Courts, aTfo'trier tri-

bunal w as created, the effect oT which has bee
it is true, to reduce somewhat, the labor of the
Judges, presiding at the Circuits-- .

Sufch reduction, however, bears but a smelt
proportion to the increase of their labor conse-
quent upon the abolition of the two Court just
mentioned.

It is apparent, then, that w ith our present ju-
dicial force, with the system now existing, jus-
tice cannot be administered with the prompti-
tude which the public interest requires, and
which private suitors have a right to denitm'.

How shall the evil be remedied?
Several modes have been suggested. One

restoration of the system superseded by the re-
vision of 1346, w ith ail additional justice uf :h
supreme court.

Another, an enlargement of the powers r.ftli
county couVts, giving to those tribunals gene
ral jusisdiction in all ections of ihe la a, tivi
and criminal: and again it has been prnpo&i
to retain the present system unchanged, i xe j t
by the addition of two justices to the co.--t uf
last resort.

On the score of economy, the first, I cam a:
drmbt, is entitled to a decided preference. In --

lieve no system has ye't been devised, under
which so large an amount of judicial labor can
be performed, at the same expense, as the one
adopted on the organization of our state govern-
ment.

Seven individuals, of competent ability.wouM
unquestionably, perform the w hole judicl ser-
vice of the state (except such as more pTopi
falls within the jurisdiction of theProbatt court
and justices of the peaoe for many yars to
come, and that too, witout the aid of lotal judg-
es.

We now have in office, thirty-si- x judges, and
four injunction masters, who are for many pur-
poses under the laws iivv existent, vice-cha-

eel lore.
Strong objections exist, in the minds of ma-

ny, to a court of chancery, as a oistmet tribu-
nal; but it has always seemed to me that so
long as a distinction be observed between logi
and equitable remidies, those remedies ton Id b
most conveniently, safely and cheaply adminis-
tered when committer to separate jurisdiction.

If, however, you should deem it inexpedient
to revive the court of Chancery, and yet be-

lieve it judicious to restore the formeT systf rr,
excluding that tribunal, the appointment of ad-

ditional jui'ges of the supreme court may be pr --

vided for with a corresponding number of jodi
cial circuits, and each judge, as now, mawO a
chancellor for his circuit.

In case it may be determined to retain ritra
present system, I respectfully recommend 4
careful revision of the law establishing county
courts, many of the provisions of which are, (

their practical operation, shown to be tiefrct-ive- ;
and should yon think it unwise to increase

the force upon the bench of the court of lest
resort, it would seem necessary that the juris-
diction of the county courts should be much tfc
larged.

Should those courts be invested with gere
ral jurisdiction in all actions at law, civii nfik
criminal, relieving the judges of the supreme
court from the trial of issues of fact, I doubt not
but tfaose judges would be enabled to pet form
all the duties of the latter tribunal, and l the
chancellors also, in their respective circuits.

With such a reorganization of the county
courts, compensation should be provided 'for 'tho
jusges, proportionate to the labor to be

and the responsibilities assumeJ by
those officers.

Their salaries, should, I think, be paid out of
the several county treasuries, the amounts be-

ing either fixed by law, or determined bv tho
supervisors according to the business of their
respective counties.

The compensation of Judicial officers of so
considerable dignity and importance as the?.oaa-t- f

judges will be, invested with jurisdiction, I
have supposed, ought to be derived from suit-
ors at their bar, as foes, for the eerformarce of
official duty certainly not directly.

Our constitution teaches an instruoiirc les-
son upon this subject.

The sixth article of this instrument, after
providing for the appointment of the Bapreinn
Court declares that "they strall receive ah ad-

equate compensation tar. But they shall re:
coive no fees nor perquisites of office. Thai
provision w ill be annlicahle in all its force, to
the county judges if "they be clothed with gen-
eral j nrisdiction in all actions at law.

If gene-a- l criminal jurisdiction to be confer
red on those tribunals, jurors both grand and
petit, must he summoned before them, at stateJ
terms to be fixed by law.

That some further provision is absolutely
for the administration of criminal jus

lice, in the large counties, more especially in
the counties of Wayne. Oakland and Washto
naw, does not admit of question.

Under the present system, with semi annot
torms onlv. of the only court of original niri'v
diction in criminal cases, persons charge! WlTn

cime, accumulate in the county ia'ls1. sub' ,
the counties to great expenses for the-- ' . crrt
an I support, and frequently the oris'mers thr,,
selves, to great suffering, bnd that too, before
thev are conv icted of any crime.

The restoration of the district court, or th
creation of another tribunal, with the pmteru
of that court would afford an ample, and it i

believed an economical remedy for those o'viN
I submit the whole subject to yui, trusting

;" ""wnwi win commend lttoyourdp- -
liberate and earful consideration.


